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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. 

THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that the playback-time 
positions are displayed in the playback-time information display 
area as a time line. See, for example, elements 30 and 31-1 
to 31-3 in Figs. 3, 4 and 8. 

In addition, claim 1 has been amended to recite that the 
link means links the selected item of still image data to a 
first playback-time position of the selected audio data when the 
selected item of still image data is inserted in the first image 
display area, and links the selected item of still image data to 
a second playback-time position of the selected audio data when 
the selected item of still image data is inserted in the 
playback-time information display area, wherein the first 
playback-time position is calculated from a position at which the 
selected item of still image data is inserted among the items of 
still image data in the first image display area, and the second 
playback-time position is specified with a pointer on the time 
line in the playback-time information display area when the 
selected item of still image data is inserted in the playback- 
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time information display area. See, for example, Figs. 1-5 and 
the disclosure at page 21, line 22 to page 29, line 11. 

Still further, claim 1 has been amended at lines 14-15 to 
delete an unnecessary phrase. 

Independent computer readable medium (program) claim 5, 
moreover, has been amended along the lines of claim 1. 

No new matter has been added, and it is respectfully 
requested that the amendments to the claims be approved and 
entered . 

THE PRIOR ART REJECTION 

Claims 1 and 5-8 were rejected under 35 USC 102 as being 
anticipated by USP 6,976,229 ("Balabanovic et al"); claims 2 
and 3 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being obvious in view of 
the combination of Balabanovic et al and USP 6,938,215 
( "Kobayashi et al") ; and claim 4 was rejected under 35 USC 103 as 
being obvious in view of the combination of Balabanovic et al and 
USP 7,103,842 ("Masuda et al"). These rejections, however, are 
respectfully traversed with respect to the claims as amended 
hereinabove . 

According to the present invention as recited in amended 
independent claim 1, the playback-time information display area 
displays, as a time line, playback-time positions of items of 
still image data linked with selected audio data. 
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In addition, according to amended independent claim 1, the 
link means (i) links the selected item of still image data to a 
first playback-time position of the selected audio data when the 
selected item of still image data is inserted in the first image 
display area (as recited in claim 1, the first image display area 
displays all of the items of still image data linked with the 
selected audio data in a playback order of the items of still 
image data), and (ii) links the selected item of still image data 
to a second playback-time position of the selected audio data 
when the selected item of still image data is inserted in the 
playback-time information display area. 

Still further, according to amended independent claim 1, the 
first playback-time position is calculated from a position at 
which the selected item of still image data is inserted among the 
items of still image data in the first image display area, and 
the second playback-time position is specified with a pointer on 
the time line in the playback-time information display area when 
the selected item of still image data is inserted in the 
playback-time information display area. 

Thus, when an item of still image data selected from the 
second image display area (which is not linked with any audio 
data) is moved to the playback-time information display area or 
the first image display area, the playback-time position is 
calculated from a position at which the selected item of still 
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image data is inserted among the items of still image data in the 
first image display area, when the selected item of still image 
data is moved to the first image display area, and the playback- 
time position is specified with a pointer on the time line in the 
playback-time information display area when the selected item of 
still image data is moved to the playback-time information 
display area. 

It is respectfully submitted that Balabanovic et al, 
Kobayashi et al, and Masuda et al do not disclose or suggest the 
above described features of the present invention as recited in 
amended independent claim 1. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that amended 
independent claim 1 and claims 2-4 and 6-8 depending therefrom 
patentably distinguish over Balabanovic et al, Kobayashi et al, 
and Masuda et al, taken singly or in any reasonable combination, 
under 35 USC 102 as well as under 35 USC 103. 

In addition, it is respectfully submitted that amended 
independent computer readable medium (program) claim 5 similarly 
patentably distinguishes over Balabanovic et al, Kobayashi et al, 
and Masuda et al, taken singly or in any reasonable combination, 
under 35 USC 102 as well as under 35 USC 103. 
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In view of the foregoing, entry of this Amendment, allowance 
of the claims and the passing of this application to issue are 
respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any comments, questions, objections or 
recommendations, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the telephone number given below for prompt 
action . 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Douglas Holtz/ 

Douglas Holtz 
Reg. No. 33,902 

Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman & Chick, P.C. 
220 Fifth Avenue - 16 th Floor 
New York, New York 10001-7708 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
Fax No. (212) 319-5101 

DH : iv/bl 
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